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ABSTRACT: Marmaduke William Pickthall was a son of Mery O‘Brien and Charles
Grayson Pickthall. He was born on 7t April 1875. His maternal grandfather Admiral
Donat Henry O'Brien wrote a book ‘My Adventures during the Late War’. Pickthall got
writing legacy from his maternal grandfather. He visited Egypt in 1907 on the invitation
of Lady Valda Machell. Pickthall's acceptance of Islam was in 1917. He joined
Hyderabad Deccan’s education department as a Principal of Chadarghat High School
for boys. He delivered a series of lectures at Madras in 1925. His translation of the
Holy Qur'an, ‘The Meaning of the Glorious Qur'an has seen more than 200 editions
uptill now. Pickthall breathed his last on 19" May 1936 and was buried in Brookwood
Cemetery, Surry, on 23 May 1936. In this article above mentioned and some other
quoted facts and figures are corrected with references.
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"Marmaduke William Pickthall was born in Cambridge
Terrace, London, on 7 April 1875, the son of Mary
O'Brien (1836-1904) and the Reverend Charles
Grayson Pickthall (1822-1881)"i
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"No, my son, wait until you are older, and have seen

again your native land. You are alone among us as

our boys are alone among the Christians. God Knows

how | should feel if any Christian teacher dealt with a
son of mine otherwise than as | now deal with you."xi
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"Observe this fire. There is a shapely flame, the light

that shines around us, and when | put my hand out,
there is the heat as well. | blow, and all is gone. How

many things? You answer three in one, | answer one
we both are right."xii

,Jf./_/uz;wug:;_uu{!-,/wu/g_ﬁu-/o
LS p S\ o 2l S S = 0 U
u&/‘-;.@nu-/y;&(.;/u-)lunwL%}

62 S ETL I Y Jomr =



i Ao

2 S o T 2 T s e
_(wu/;u);;ﬂ-ug_,!zlf(”‘ufuk/ug

Lnl Som d G 13 LT L

o

"This suggestion put a strange impression on my
heart. That was so because | wrongly imagined that
Muslims are always keen and restless to make other
people join them in their religion. But this
conversation with my teacher changed my mind and |

could not help being convinced that it is only a false

propaganda against Muslims which labels them to be
biased."v
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"One day | said to Tal'at Beik! You always go about
and move here and there without even a personal
guard. You should have guards to defend you against
all sudden and unexpected attacks. Tal'at Beik, a
famous Muslim Turkish leader, replied: There is no
better guardian than Almighty Allah. This experience
strengthened my belief in Allah. | understood from
Tal'at Beik that according to Islamic belief, death
cannot anticipate or fall behind its fixed time. Hence
this unusual courage seemed to me very strange in
the beginning."s
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-'It would be blessing to the world if Islam should
once more take the lead in human progress. | am not
saying this to flatter you, nor to applaud myself in a
belief which | have accepted after years of thought
and study."xvi
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"The audience present in the lecture hall gave an
ovation to Mr. Pickthall for his having declared openly
a few days before his acceptance of the Faith of
|slam. "
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"He was appointed principal of Chadarghat High
School for boys."xix
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"The distillation of his Islamic thought appeared in a

series of lectures he delivered at Madras in 1925.

They were reprinted in 'Islamic Culture' and published
in 1927 as the Cultural Side of Islam."xii
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"When Faud Bey praised my translation, and all the
others called it meritorious, he was evidently much
embarrassed, until Faud Bey remarked: He will not
call it al-Qur'an, he will call it Ma'ani 'ul-Quran il-Majid
(The Meaning of the Glorious Qur'an). Then the
Rector of Al-Azhar smiled. "If he does that", he said,

“then there can be no objection; we shall be pleased
with it."xv
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"The Qur'an cannot be translated that is the belief of
old-fashioned Shaykhs and the view of the present
writer. The Book is here rendered almost literally and
every effort has been made to choose befitting

language. But the result is not the Glorious Qur'an....
It is only an attempt to present the meaning of the
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Qur'an... in English. It can never take the place of the
Qur'an in Arabic, nor is it meant to do so."vi
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"His duties with Basalath Jah were to accompany him

to provide entertainment, to do crossword puzzles
with him, to read with him,"xvi
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"Hyderabad delegates to the Round Table
Conference [in London], namely Sir Akbar Hydri, Sir
Richard Chenevix Trench, and Nawab Mahdi Yar
Jang... Marmaduke Pickthall [the translator of the
Qur'an] witnessed the [nikah] ceremony performed by
the ex-caliph himself."x
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"In 1931 he [Pickthall] squired a son of the Nizam on

a visit to Europe. At Nice the son married a daughter

of the last of the Ottoman Sultans, the last Caliph,

Abdelmecid Il. Another son married her cousin,

Nilufor. Pickthall was becoming courtier and
diplomat.
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"On May 18 he complained of pain after luncheon, but
Muriel declared, and both agreed, it was only
indigestion. Next morning at breakfast he seemed
perfectly well, but whilst reading the newspapers felt
ill and went upstairs to lie down. Muriel followed him
to their bedroom and as she entered the room he took
two steps to meet her and fell dead in her arms of
coronary thrombosis. "
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"He died at eleven o'clock on 19 May 1936 of
coronary thrombosis. The body was brought to the
Muslim cemetery at Brookwood, Surrey, not far from
Woking. It was lowered into the grave to funeral

prayers delivered by the Imam of the Mosque on
Saturday 23 May. "xxiv
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